
Kenneth Katafono, was the region’s key
blockchain advocate and developer in Fiji. His
company, TraSeables Solutions has partnered
with ConsenSys start-up Viant and the WWF
on a tuna supply blockchain that has been the
region’s most high-profile project to date
based in Fiji. (Jutel,  2021).
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 VANUATU

Vanuatu is one of the Pacific countries used as
a product for Silicon Valley developers and
governments trying to cash in. Vanuatu’s lack
of corporate, income, capital gains or estate
taxes, as well citizenship by investment laws,
has made it an ideal spot for crypto
entrepreneurs. Geoffrey Bond, a passport
broker for the Vanuatu Information Centre,
garnered significant attention in international
financial media in claiming Vanuatu as the first
country to sell passports in exchange for
Bitcoin (Bach, 2017).”  Bond bought land for a
resort in Vanuatu with Sebastien Greenwood
the co-founder of Onecoin, a cryptocurrency-
style multi-level marketing (MLM) and Ponzi
scheme that defrauded users of billions,
especially in the developing
world.  (Jutel, 2021).
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SATOSHI ISLAND, OR LATARO ISLAND
The three-square-kilometre Satoshi
Island, or Lataro Island, was 90 per cent
virgin rainforest and home to the rare
giant coconut crabs. In 2017, it was put
up for sale for $12 million. For Bitcoin
enthusiasts to live on it. In order to enter
the island the purchase of a citizenship
NFT was made available. Owning land on
the island also required one of the 21,000
NFT of land. (Howson, 2023).
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El Salvador has been run by El
Chivo (company in charge of rolling

out the country’s bitcoin policy).

Volcano bond

crypto city
TECHNO-OBSCURANTIST INITIATIVES, 

have accentuated precariousness and
political and economic exploitation in El

Salvador ( Rosales, Antulio, Eva van Roekel,
Peter Howson, and Coco Kanters.)
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The economic collapse and extreme
volatility of economic life opened the

back door to cryptocurrencies in
Venezuela.

JORDAN
THAILAND
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Chad
Elwartowski

Supranee
Thepdet

Seasteading (floating islands
in international waters)

represents Silicon Valley's
latest approach to

governance

American Bitcoin traders Chad Elwartowski
and Supranee Thepdet built a seastead on 
in the Andaman Sea, twelve miles off the

coast of Thailand. (Howson, 2023).

The World
Food

Programme
(WFP)

Building
Blocks

PassBase

Sempo

In Jordan, the Building Blocks platform monitors
biometric data through iris scans of refugees in
shops where Building Blocks tokens are spent.

These personal data, entitlements and
transaction records are stored on the Ethereum

blockchain, providing a virtual bank account and
identity document for each refugee.

(Howson, 2020).
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In 2018, Papua New Guinea signed an agreement with
Ledger Atlas, a company backed by Silicon Valley
venture capitalist and Bitcoiner Tim Draper. The
agreement sought to establish ‘a tax-free blockchain
economic zone and sandbox’ administered by Ledger
Atlas, obliging the government to promote
cryptocurrencies. (Howson, 2023).
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PALAU

Ripple

Brock
Pierce

PalauCoin

Whipps

Binance

Cryptic
Labs

In February 2022 Palau's president, Surangel S. Whipps,
got together with Brock Pierce and the rest of Palau's
cryptocurrencies to start selling digital ID cards. They

partnered with cryptocurrency outfit Ripple, Binance and
Palo Alto blockchain developers Cryptic Labs. Palau

launched "a digital residency system known as the Root
Name System". For $248, anyone from anywhere could

apply for a limited-edition NFT identity card that allowed
them to use a Palau business address, apply for a legal

name change certificate and open online accounts to trade
cryptocurrencies

INDONESIA

Veridium Labs is led by the founders of InfiniteEARTH, one of the
world's leading producers of carbon credits. The value of Veridium's
token, Verde, will be derived from the platform's ability to facilitate

micropayments of carbon credits produced primarily in
InfinteEARTH's Rimba Raya forest in Central Kalimantan (Howson,

2019).

Veridium
Labs

InfiniteEARTH

Verde
Token

MYANMAR

LEBANON
The UNDP's AltFinLab have

developed a blockchain crowdfunding
initiative, connecting Lebanese

diaspora to sustainable development
projects at home through a

cryptocurrency called CedarCoin
(Moonyoung, 2019).

UNDP

AltPinLab

CedarCoin

MALTA

The Republic of Malta is a
tax haven that has
declared itself a

"blockchain island,"that
has pledged to help

develop Vanuatu's legal
framework for blockchain

(Jutel, 2021).

Binance

To maintain control, the CAR government relied entirely on
foreign military aid from the Wagner Group, a private military
security contractor controlled by Yevgeny Prigozhin, a Russian
oligarch with close ties to Vladimir Putin. According to the
European Platform for Democratic Elections, cryptocurrencies
such as ZCash and Monero, have been essential to Russian soft
power diplomacy in the CAR, allowing Russia to fund covert
operations anywhere despite sanctions. This has all been made
possible by Mara, one of several African blockchain start-ups
funded by U.S. cryptocurrency giants Coinbase and
FTX. Howson, Peter “Let Them Eat Crypto” Pluto Press. 2023.

CENTRAL AFRICAN
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ZIMBABWE

The cryptocurrency initiative, Impact Earth, has declared its intention to
incentivise forest communities living in the Kariba Conservation Area in
Zimbabwe by paying for its Ethereum-based Earth Token. Paradoxically

Impact Earth does not allow any transfer of tokens and excludes
investors from "high risk" jurisdictions.

Impact
Earth

SENEGAL

In Senegal, The Trees for the Future
initiative uses the blockchain app

rTrees to fund tree planting and
sustainable agriculture. Smack That'

R&B artist Akon" pledged the creation
of a $6 billion crypto smart city in

Senegal. (Howson, 2023).

rTrees

Akon

SYRIA

The Building Blocks program uses an
Ethereum application for cash aid in Syria. Aid
recipients register using a retina scanner that
creates a unique digital identity, from which

they can access their balance and make
payments. Building Blocks is a database
disguised as a blockchain, as there is no
mining algorithm or consensus algorithm

assures  (Jutel, 2021)

Building
blocks

WFP

Palantir

Rohingya people are displaced by climatic
phenomena and are often legally considered

"stateless." The blockchain development start-up,
Rohingya Project, aims to create a self-sustaining
identification platform that does not rely on any

state entity or other third party intermediary to issue
supporting documents. Users of the platform will be

able to access credit and other services through a
crypto-wallet to foster entrepreneurship and

financial sustainability in the Rohingya community
(Rohingya Project, 2020). Data shared by some 
people highlights the clear need for a stronger

regulatory framework to effectively mitigate risks
associated with data protection, privacy and human

rights. (Howson, 2020).

Rohingya

Humanitarian blockchain projects are tied to the politics of cryptoeconomics, proprietary platforms and a class of solutionists who espouse the cultural values of Silicon Valley where the obscurantism of blockchain
technology, its governance logic and the political economy of cryptocurrencies prevent humanitarian projects from being ethically sound. In this way, projects in the developing world have embodied a colonial logic
of techno-experimentation. (Jutel, 2020)

PAPUA NEW
GUINEA

.
On 13 May 2020, Ethereum creator Vitalik Buterin

donated USD 1.5 billion in cryptocurrency to India's
fight against COVID-19. According to Jutel this was a

demonstrative gesture of the legitimacy game that
encompasses crypto-speculators, blockchain

humanitarians and technology solution developers. The
donation included 50 billion Shiba Inu coins (SHIB)

created by the pseudonymous Ryoshi, who had
previously gifted Buterin a 50% stake in SHIB. With this

move, SHIB and Buterin are creating a payments
infrastructure to circumvent the anticipated ban on

cryptocurrencies in India, while ensuring a long-term
stake and increased liquidity in SHIB, as the founder of

Indian aid fund Covid- Crypto, Sandeep Nailwal, has
pledged not to implode the currency. (Jutel, 2021.)

Since the advent of blockchain, Puerto Rico's neoliberal policies
have incentivised the cryptocurrency and blockchain techno-
capitalist industries. Jillian Crandall explains that cryptocurrency
investors and blockchain companies have moved to Puerto Rico,
aiming to design their own future on the island, a "crypto-utopia"
after hurricanes Irma and Marıa, a so-called "disaster capitalism" in
words of Naomi Klein, designed to "strip colonised peoples of
their culture, trust and power. (Crandall, 2019).

ETHIOPIA

VENEZUELA

The Cardano cryptocurrency plan for Ethiopia
was to develop the blockchain architecture from

scratch based on centralized monitoring and
digital IDs intended for the country's

educational records systems (digital tracking of
students' grades and academic performance
across the country) and various supply chain

management tools. (Howson, 2023).
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An atlas to track Blockchain-colonialism.        An ideological, economic, technological and ecological analysis of how blockchain is

used to cross borders and extract benefits from those most in need, including land, labor, data, privacy and other resources, by César Escudero Andaluz. 
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